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'Dear friend' of community  
(Posted Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2006)  
 
By Sandie Benitah 

 
Lewis Pearsall was a community 
leader until the day he passed 
away. The 82-year-old Riverdale 
resident exemplified heroism as he 
never shied away from any 
challenge that would make his 
neighbourhood a better place to 
live.  
 
Former MPP Marilyn Churley 
called Pearsall a "dear friend" and 
said the tight-knit community 
suffered a huge loss with his death. 
 
 
"He showed us all that getting 
older means getting better and better," she said. "His involvement 
ranged from his participation in the original Toronto Community 
Ventures that evolved into the Greater Riverdale Economic Action 
Together — the alternative curriculum for excluded students. He also 
helped create the Riverdale Community Development Corp and the 
Riverdale Community Business Centre, a process that took him over 
eight years, but Lewis never gave up."  
 
Pearsall was so dedicated that mere hours before suffering the stroke 
that ended his life, he attended community meetings and a Tai Chi 
class. He passed away on April 30, 2003.  
 
Over at the Ralph Thornton Centre, the neighbourhood’s community 
building, Pearsall will never be forgotten, as his contributions have 
been too great.  
 
He started a Therapeutic Touch group, a drumming circle and several 
cultural and social programs at the community centre. Pearsall was 
also behind bringing public access to computers at the centre.  
 
"He saw these as a way for community members to learn new job 
skills and improve their economic status," states a page on the Ralph 
Thornton website, dedicated to Pearsall’s achievements.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEWIS PEARSALL: Helped create the 
Riverdale Community Development 
Corporation and the Riverdale Community 
Business Centre.
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Should a new nuclear 
power plant be built in 
the Toronto area? 

Yes, either in or 
around Toronto 

Yes, but not in 
Toronto 

No 
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Scott MacKinnon, 
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